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SUBJECT: THE HORN AS SEEN BY FORMER ETHIOPIAN OFFICIAL 

1 . DURING LUNCHEON CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF ON 
AUGUST 8, FORMER ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTER KIFLE 
WODAJO, ENTHUSIASTICALLY BACKED BY EX-MINISTER GEDAMU 
TESFARE, SAID THAT THE WEST IS MAKING A GREAT ERROR BY 
ASSUMING THAT THE SOVIETS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SETTLE 
THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA. HE 
DESCRIBED MENGISTU HAILE MARIAM AS INTELLIGENT AND 
CLEVER, BUT COMPLETELY OPPORTUNISTIC AND WITHOUT 
ROOTS IN ANY PART OF ETHIOPIA. THIS CONDITION FORCES 
HIM TO USE TERROR TO MAINTAIN THE LEADERSHIP HE 
ATTAINED LARGELY BY POLITICAL DEFAULT. MENGISTU’S 
PREOCCUPATION IS REMAINING IN POWER, KIFLE ASSERTED, 
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AND HE LACKS EVEN A MODICUM OF ETHIOPIAN NATIONALISM. 

THUS KIFLE THOUGHT THAT MENGISTU, IF HE FINDS IT 
NECESSARY TO HAVE SOVIET SUPPORT TO STAY IN POWER, 

WOULD YIELD TO GROWING SOVIET PRESSURE, EXERCISED 
THROUGH THE INTERMEDIARY OF AGENTS WITHIN THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, TO GIVE UP PART OF THE OGADEN. 

KIFLE GUESSED THAT RECENT SOMALI CLAIMS TO LARGE AREAS 
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OUTSIDE THE OGADEN ARE DESIGNED TO SET THE STAGE FOR A 
"COMPROMISE" GIVING MOST OF THE OGADEN ITSELF TO 
SOMALIA. 

2. RIFLE CLAIMED THAT ALMOST EVERY EX-ETHIOPIAN 
OFFICIAL WITH WHOM HE HAS TALKED SINCE DEFECTING 
EARLY THIS YEAR SHARES HIS ANALYSIS THAT CONVENTIONAL 
WESTERN OPINION TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITH STANDING, THE 
SOVIETS CAN RESOLVE THE SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN DISPUTE TO 
THEIR ADVANTAGE. NOT LEAST OF THE REASONS, HE 
STRESSED. IS THE NEAR TOTAL DISAPPEARANCE OF ETHIOPIA'S 
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN ELITES WHO MIGHT HAVE BEEN A 
BRAKE TO MENGISTU'S EXCESSES. AS IT IS, HE SAID, 

THE REGIME S TERROR TACTICS HAVE REDUCED EVERYONE TO 
SILENT COMPLICITY. 

3. COMMENT: RIFLE EXPECTS SHORTLY TO BE GRANTED 
PROVISIONAL ENTRY TO THE US AS A REFUGEE. EMBOFF HAS 
KNOWN HIM FOR YEARS AND BELIEVES THAT AFTER 
DISCOUNTING THE AXES FIFLE HAS TO GRIND. HIS VIEWS 

ON THIS OCCASION SHOULD BE CONSIDERED SINCERE. IN 
OTHER WORDS, RIFLE IS CONVINCED THAT IN ORDER TO HOLD 
POWER, MENGISTU IS CAPABLE OF PRESIDING OVER THE 
DISSOLUTION OF THE EMPIRE, INCLUDING THE LOSS OF BOTH 
ERITREA AND OGADEN. 

HARTMAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PARIS 22990 081902Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 08-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PARIS22990 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770285-0530 
Format: TEL 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770885/aaaacueq.tel 

Line Count: 94 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d51add5f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1674638 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE HORN AS SEEN BY FORMER ETHIOPIAN OFFICIAL 
TAGS: PINS, ET, SO, UR, (WODAJO, KIFLE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d51 add5f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



